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But our fight is not over. We have a long 

way to go until women reach true wage equal-
ity, which is why we must support legislation 
like the Paycheck Fairness Act, which builds 
on previous efforts and continues to address 
wage disparities. 

Lilly’s story is proof that progress can be 
made on this front, and just as importantly, 
she is a testament to how one person can cre-
ate a lasting legacy of change. 

Today, we celebrate Lily Ledbetter’s cour-
age by commemorating the anniversary of this 
essential legislation becoming law, and by re-
membering that in America, one person can 
make a difference. 
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CONGRATULATING NDSU BISON ON 
WINNING 2011 FCS CHAMPIONSHIP 

HON. RICK BERG 
OF NORTH DAKOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 31, 2012 

Mr. BERG. Mr. Speaker, today I want to 
congratulate the North Dakota State Bison on 
an incredible football season that led to win-
ning the 2011 FCS championship. 

More than 10,000 Bison fans cheered on 
NDSU in Frisco, Texas, where the Bison 
capped off a 14–1 season and defeated the 
Sam Houston Bearkats in the championship 
game 17–6 on January 7, 2012. 

The Bison, Coach Craig Bohl and his staff 
worked hard this season, and their determina-
tion resulted in NDSU’s 9th football champion-
ship, and the first at the Division I level. 

These student athletes represent NDSU’s 
commitment to both academic and athletic ex-
cellence. Their character and perseverance 
truly exemplify the North Dakota spirit, and 
they have made our state proud. These young 
men will be remembered for a lifetime. Their 
efforts brought our state closer together, and 
we celebrate their athletic and academic suc-
cesses. 

Congratulations to the Bison players, coach-
es, NDSU staff, and Bison fans everywhere on 
an excellent season. You’ve made North Da-
kota proud! 

Thank you, and Go Bison! 
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HONORING THE ARTESIA- 
CERRITOS LIONS CLUB 65TH AN-
NIVERSARY 

HON. LINDA T. SÁNCHEZ 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 31, 2012 

Ms. LINDA T. SÁNCHEZ of California. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to recognize and con-
gratulate the Artesia-Cerritos Lions Club for 
their 65th anniversary. This is a remarkable 
milestone that deserves our recognition and 
praise. 

For 65 years, the Artesia-Cerritos Lions 
Club has maintained the reputation of being a 
keystone in local communities due to their 
steadfast response of donations and services 
to residents in need. The Lions Club has been 
at the forefront of health and safety, offering 
their services to local public safety fairs and 
Relay for Life events. They have also orga-
nized support efforts for the needy by arrang-

ing food and toy drives. In addition, the Lions 
Club has been vital in building the morale and 
closeness of the community by hosting the 
Miss Artesia Royal Court Contest, the Miss 
Cerritos Scholarship Contest, Flag Day 
events, and annual Easter Egg Hunts. 

The Artesia-Cerritos Lions Club has pro-
vided life changing services and opportunities 
for youth of Artesia and Cerritos. The Lions 
Club has provided eyeglasses for children in 
the ABC Unified School District, sponsored the 
annual track meet for all of the elementary 
schools in the school district, and have hosted 
a student speaker contest for local high 
schools. In addition, The Lions Club has been 
a sponsor of the Cerritos High School Leos 
Club, a youth volunteer group, which has in-
spired young people to assume leadership 
roles by giving them a chance to learn, grow, 
and serve by participating in community serv-
ice projects. 

The Artesia-Cerritos Lions Club, driven by 
their motto ‘‘We Serve’’, has been a model for 
organizing and empowering volunteers in 
Artesia and Cerritos to serve their community. 
The contributions and achievements of the 
Lions Club members are far too many to 
count, but the enrichment and sense of com-
munity they have created is something to be 
acknowledged. For that reason, I would like to 
recognize the Artesia-Cerritos Lions Club for 
65 years of honorable deeds and good work. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF THE 100TH AN-
NIVERSARY OF THE CENTRAL 
VALLEY FLOOD PROTECTION 
BOARD 

HON. DORIS O. MATSUI 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 31, 2012 

Ms. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
recognition of the Central Valley Flood Protec-
tion Board as they celebrate their 100th Anni-
versary. It is a great pleasure to recognize the 
Board’s long standing dedication to flood pro-
tection projects and flood management in the 
Central Valley. As Board members, staff and 
agency partners gather to celebrate this mile-
stone, I ask all my colleagues to join me in 
honoring the key role the organization plays in 
protecting millions of Californians from a po-
tentially devastating flood. 

The Central Valley Flood Protection Board 
was created by the California Legislature in 
1911. The Board’s role is to serve as a liaison 
between the State of California, local resi-
dents, property owners, cities and counties, 
and the United States government. The Board 
works closely with the Army Corps of Engi-
neers to ensure that the Central Valley re-
ceives the highest level of flood protection 
possible, while addressing a number of finan-
cial, environmental, and engineering chal-
lenges. 

Over the last century, the Board has main-
tained a wide variety of Central Valley flood 
protection systems and infrastructure along 
the Sacramento and San Joaquin Rivers, and 
their tributaries. This encompasses 1,600 
miles of levees, 107 million acres of land, and 
1,300 miles of designated floodways. The 
Congressional District that I represent is home 
to the City of Sacramento, which sits at the 
confluence of the American and Sacramento 

Rivers. It is without doubt that the Board’s in-
vestment decisions have helped improve the 
safety for each of us that call Sacramento 
home. 

In 2007, the California Legislature and the 
governor signed legislation that changed the 
name of the Central Valley Flood Protection 
and expanded the Board’s responsibilities and 
authorities. The Board remains responsible to 
the citizens of California to ensure that the 
flood management system within the Central 
Valley meets the ever-mounting challenges of 
the 21st Century. This includes working with 
the Corps of Engineers on vegetation man-
agement and the California Department of 
Water Resources on a new Central Valley 
Flood Protection Plan. 

The Board is led by Chair Benjamin Carter, 
who serves alongside Jane Dolan, Teri Rice, 
Francis ‘‘Butch’’ Hodgkins, Emma Suarez, 
John Brown and Michael Villines. The Board’s 
Executive Officer is Jay Punia. 

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to pay tribute to 
the Central Valley Flood Protection Board and 
their continuous commitment to providing the 
Central Valley with ever-improving levels of 
flood protection. The Board has contributed 
immensely to the safety and vitality of Califor-
nia’s Central Valley. As Board members and 
staff gather to celebrate their 100th anniver-
sary, I ask all my colleagues to join me in hon-
oring their outstanding work in providing flood 
protection for the residents of the Central Val-
ley. 
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SISTERS OF LORETTO CELEBRATE 
200TH JUBILEE YEAR 

HON. SILVESTRE REYES 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, January 31, 2012 

Mr. REYES. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
recognition of a truly American story of faith 
and service, a tradition that has served, edu-
cated, and upheld true values in my district of 
El Paso, Texas. During this Catholic Schools 
Week, I would like to congratulate the Sisters 
of Loretto celebrating their 200th Jubilee Year 
this April. 

On April 25, 1812, three frontier women, 
Sisters Mary Rhodes, Nancy Havern and 
Christina Stuart, with the help of their Catholic 
pastor, the Rev. Charles Nerinckx, came to-
gether to found the Sisters of Loretto at the 
Foot of the Cross, on Hardin’s Creek in central 
Kentucky, marking the beginning of a uniquely 
American community of faith and service. Mo-
tivated by faith and charity, they were soon 
joined by many others, taking as their purpose 
the instruction of girls and young women of 
every faith and economic means, even wel-
coming enslaved persons. 

The Sisters of Loretto expanded the work of 
education westward, first by steamboat to Mis-
souri and Louisiana, and then by wagon train 
to New Mexico, by mail-coach to Colorado, 
and by train to Texas, Arizona, and California, 
ultimately contributing to American education 
in more than 40 states. In the 20th century, 
they reached out to girls in Asia, South Amer-
ica, and Central America. Their members now 
serve throughout the United States, as well as 
in Europe, Guatemala, Bolivia, Nicaragua, 
Uganda, Ghana, and Pakistan. 

In their 200 years of work, the Sisters of 
Loretto and their colleagues have founded 
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